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SHORT NOTES
There is still another element that needs to be taken into account in this discussion about the Day of Yahweh as well as the more general discussion of the form and content of the prophetic oracles. In a few places in the prophets -and further investigation may suggest still more than are put forth here-there are indications that the divine council 4) participates as a cosmic or heavenly army in the eschatological wars of Yahweh, those military activities associated 1) G. VON 2 Kings vii 6.
After the siege of Samaria by Ben Hadad has lasted for some time, four lepers decide their only hope is to go over to the Syrian camp. When they enter the camp no one is there, and the following explanation is given: "For the Lord had made the army of the Syrians hear the sound of chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, so that they said to one another, 'Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to come upon us'." There can hardly be any doubt that what was understood as lying behind this noise was the heavenly army exactly as in the preceding account.
In this light the chariot and horses of fire which separate Elijah and Elisha at the former's ascent into heaven (2 Kings ii 11-12) are also seen to be representatives of the heavenly army; and the cry of Elisha, "My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" is in the context a clear reference to the members of the divine army who fight for Israel2). Whether the expression was originally so understood-it is applied to Elisha also (2 Kings xiii 14)-can not be definitely said, but in the light of these passages it is quite probable that it was. In any event the designation is out of the holy war traditions, traditions in which Elijah and Elisha firmly stood and which included early and late the imagery of the divine warrior and his heavenly army. 
